



February 8, 2009
LETTER TO THE RESIDENTS OF MERCHANTVILLE 

FROM MAYOR FRANK M. NORTH 

I have recently been given a copy of a flyer entitled “A Wake Up Call for Merchantville Taxpayers”.  The memo was not delivered to my doorstep, as it was to most residents, but received from a concerned neighbor.  A resident raising a family and sending children to the Merchantville Elementary School, a family that loves Merchantville and has put their trust and faith in this mayor and council to do the right thing. 

As your Mayor, I welcome and wish you would attend the council meeting, Monday, February 9th at 7:30 p.m. in Borough Hall.  It is time for those of you that want to see Merchantville continue surviving in these troubled economical times, to stand up to those few that would stop progress. Development will not destroy the Borough’s charm and character if done with careful planning.  Those same few people that call themselves, “The Merchantville Taxpayers’ League” that would have you believe, that this mayor and some members of council would spend your tax dollars unwisely. 

Was it unwise or fiscally irresponsible to develop the corner of Maple and Chapel, bringing down an abandoned gas station, nursing home and duplex that was converted into a vacant office building?  A new and wonderful retail building now stands at that location, and yes the Borough did originally purchase the property, but has since been paid for the property and is presently collecting property taxes as promised.  This same group of concerned tax payers attempted to convey this very same type of message to the residents of Merchantville previously in their attempt to stop that development.  

My response to the accusations claimed by The Merchantville Taxpayers’ League is as listed hereafter:

· After one hundred years of service, our underground terracotta sewer mains have weaken and started to fail, resulting in large sinkholes in our streets and many costly repairs. 

· Because of this ongoing problem most members of borough council approved applying for a twenty-year grant/low interest loan from the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust for the rehabilitation of our deteriorating sewer system and manholes.
· Did you know that approximately One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) has been paid out during the past two years for sewer repairs and it is expected to continue, unless we take a proactive course of action.    

It is estimated that this project will cost less than Eighty-five Dollars ($85.00) a year, or twenty-four cents (.24) a day, as compared to One Hundred Forty Dollars ($140.00) a day for sewer repairs averaging Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) a year. 

It is also possible that because we were proactive in submitting our application when we did, there may stimulus money available to assist with this project. Should that happen the cost per household per year could be reduced.  

· The Borough has made an agreement to purchase the old PNC Bank along with all of the adjoining PNC property for the sum of Nine Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($950,000).  An additional Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) will be earmarked for soft costs that may be involved with the purchase, and/or future considerations in this area that were recommended in the parking study conducted by the Ragan Group. 

· Agreements are being worked out to enter into a long-term lease, which would turn the building into a restaurant type business.  A full accounting of all details are unable to be released at this time due to not finalizing New Jersey mandates relating to various licenses for the purposed establishment. Meetings have been held with the Camden County Improvement Authority and local banks regarding financing.  

· It is anticipated that all property taxes will be accounted for, in addition to establishing another upscale establishment that will draw visitors to our downtown center.       

Once again, I implore you to attend Monday evenings’ council meeting.  I want you to know the truth about what this mayor and council are trying to achieve for the Borough of Merchantville.  

Come out and meet the members of the Merchantville Taxpayers League.  See if they are the same people that volunteer their time and efforts in support of our public events, local businesses and Merchantville.    

Thank you for your trust.

Frank M. North 

Mayor 

