[On Borough Letterhead]
Frank North, Mayor
4 January 2009
Borough of Merchantville

1 West Maple Avenue

Merchantville NJ 08109
Subject: Conflict of Interest in Appointment as Pennsauken Sewerage Authority Liaison
Mayor North:
Thank you for the confidence which you showed in me by appointing me as Liaison to the Pennsauken Sewerage Authority (PSA). Unfortunately, I must request that, for the near-term future, this responsibility be assigned to another Council member, due to the possible appearance of a conflict of interest at this time.

Explanation:

As you know, in the fall of 2008 there was a disagreement between my family and Merchantville / PSA regarding responsibility for the sewer issue at my house. We reached an agreement with Merchantville and PSA about responsibility for the repair and reimbursement for expenses related to the issue.
As you also know, the responsibility was found to be other than my family’s (out lateral had not been reconnected after main replacement work was done earlier in the year).

You may not be aware that the final step in the agreement, reimbursement of expenses, has not been completed. We are still awaiting two invoices for costs associated with the sewer issue, after receipt of which we will be submitting a complete accounting to Merchantville / PSA for action per the agreement.

As this matter has not been totally concluded, my serving as Liaison to PSA prior to its conclusion may cause the appearance of, or an actual, conflict of interest on my part. 

After this matter is totally concluded, I will be pleased to serve as PSA Liaison, should you still so desire it.

My apologies for any inconvenience this may cause you or the Council.

Best Regards,

Mark A. Brunton

28 S Cove Rd

Merchantville NJ 08109

856-910-9919
